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July 1, 2021
Re: Recommendation to Combine Voting Precincts

Powell Township Board Members,

Thank you all for taking a moment to talk elections in your Township.  I have been talking to some local clerks throughout the County of Marquette trying to figure out ways to be not only more efficient but fiscally responsible as well.  Powell Township is one of the Townships that will benefit from combining precincts.  Precinct 1 has 525 Registered Voters and Precinct 2 has 237 Registered Voters, with that said these sizes allow your precincts to be combined. As Election Law states each precinct must not contain more than 2,999 active registered voters. 
Currently Powell Township has 2 Precincts/Polling Locations available:
	  Powell

Township
	Pct. 1

Pct. 2
	Powell Township Hall, 101 Bensinger Street, Big Bay

Halfway Fire Hall, Big Bay


 Results from the November 2020 Election:
	
	Registered Voters
	Cards Cast
	Voters Cast
	Voter Turnout

	Powell Township, Precinct 1
	525
	384
	384
	73.14%

	Powell Township, Precinct 2
	237
	186
	186
	78.48%


Costs involved per precinct for each election:
	
	Programming Costs 
	Ballots
	Precinct Inspectors

	Powell Township, Precinct 1
	525.00
	.35 per 
	4 per precinct 

	Powell Township, Precinct 2
	525.00
	.35 per 
	4 per precinct 


*The cost savings will be half to include the following: programming, ballots, precinct inspectors, test decks, advertising, etc.  
Recommendation: I recommend the Powell Township Board authorize Clerk Samantha Morin to combine both voting precincts into only one.  This will provide more efficient service to voters along with saving tax payer monies.  Furthermore, the extra tabulator could potentially be used as a spare or an Absentee Counting Board in Precinct 1. 
Sincerely,
Linda K. Talsma

Marquette County Clerk

ESTABLISHING POLLING PLACES: The city council or township board is responsible for determining the location of polling places in the jurisdiction. Michigan election law, MCL 168.662, provides the following with respect to the establishment of polling places: 

• Whenever possible, a polling place must be located in a publicly owned or controlled facility such as a school building, fire station or police station. 

• If it is necessary to establish a polling place in a building other than a publicly owned or controlled facility, the building must be owned or controlled by an organization that is “exempt from federal income tax pursuant to section 501(c) other than 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) of the internal revenue code of 1986….” 
• All polling places must be fully accessible to the elderly and handicapped. If necessary, the use of temporary ramps and signs designating handicap parking spaces may be employed on Election Day to ensure access. 

• If a polling place is established in a building not owned or controlled by the city or township, it is advisable to have a polling place use agreement with the building owners. 

• A polling place may not be established in a building that is owned by a business, individual, firm, organization, etc. that has established, directs, controls or financially supports the administration of a Political or Independent Committee registered under the Campaign Finance Act. This prohibition extends to a building owned by a subsidiary of a corporation or the local of a labor organization if the parent corporation or labor organization has established, directs, controls or financially supports the administration of a Political or Independent Committee. 

• The same polling place may be used to accommodate up to six precincts if convenient and practicable (each precinct must have its own precinct board.) 

ELECTION OFFICIALS’ MANUAL Michigan Bureau of Elections Chapter 14, Updated November 2019 
Chapter 14, Page 8 of 9 
• A polling place may not be established, moved or abolished less than 60 days before an election unless the polling place has been “damaged, destroyed, or rendered inaccessible or unusable as a polling place.” 

• An Accessibility Checklist can be found in the eLearning Center for use in determining whether a site is fully accessible or not. Use of the checklist is strongly recommended as there are many requirements to ensure ADA compliance. 

LINDA K. TALSMA


County Clerk


TONYA NELSON


Deputy County Clerk
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