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1. Call to Order at 7:02 P.M. by the Supervisor. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Roll Call of Officers – Levi Ellis (Supervisor) present; Daryl Wilcox (Treasurer) 
present; Sharon Mattis (Clerk) present; Stephen Girard (Trustee) present; Denise 
Hudson (Trustee) present. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda – Motion to approve Agenda with the following additions 
(L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried. 
a. Add Item 17: Ambulance Department: Approve reimbursements, up to 

$250.00 per active EMS staff member, for pants and boots (S. Mattis, L. Ellis). 
All in favor, motion carried. 

b. Add Item 18: Ambulance Department: Appoint Alexis Tierrablanca to the 
Powell Township Ambulance Department EMS staff contingent on passing 
her national registry exam (L. Ellis , S. Mattis). All in favor, motion carried. 

c. Add Item 19: Cemetery Department: Approve purchases up to $500.00 from 
cemetery funds for flowers (L. Ellis, S. Mattis). All in favor, motion carried.  
 

5. Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the April 28, 2026, Regular Board 
Meeting Minutes (L. Ellis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

 
6. Revenue & Expenditure Report – Motion to approve the April 2026 Revenue & 

Expenditure Report (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried. 
 

7. Budget Amendments Report – Motion to approve the April 2026 Budget 
Amendments Report (D. Wilcox, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report - Motion to approve the April 2026 Treasurers Report (S. 
Mattis, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried. 
 

9. Approval of Bills – Motion to approve the Bills to Be Paid (L. Ellis, D. Hudson). All 
in favor, motion carried. 
 

10. Committee & Department Reports:  
a. Ambulance Department: J. Boudreaux/Ambulance Coordinator: 

i. There were two (2) calls since the last meeting.  
ii. One was a significant crash on curb, and many thanks to a bystander in a 

passing truck and a paramedic from the mine who assisted immediately 
while emergency services were enroute.   
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iii. Regarding cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training opportunities for 
residents, if residents or local organizations have any interest (including 
training for youth), please reach out directly to the Ambulance 
Department via email or cell so that we can assess general interest. If 
there is enough demand, we can pursue local training options. 
 

b. Emergency Management: L. Ellis for K. Bourgeois/Emergency Manager: All is 
well. 
 

c. Fire Department: M. Anderson/Fire Chief:   
i. There were three (3) calls, including the rollover mentioned by the 

Ambulance Department.  
ii. Fire training is going well, and the trainees test at the end of May, so we 

are looking forward to four (4) new township firefighters by the time this 
meeting happens next month. This Friday is the written portion, and 
Saturday is the practical exam.  

iii. We are looking forward to another good pancake breakfast fundraiser this 
Saturday, May 24. The last one went very well. 

iv. The new, grant-funded fire truck’s chassis is done. This is very good 
progress and maybe we’ll have the truck here within the year. 
 

d. Parks and Recreation Department: K. Cain/Chair:  
i. Gene Champagne offered his support and volunteered to get the softball 

tournament going on the 4th of July after the parade. Knowing Levi Ellis 
has the same idea, Gene was directed to coordinate directly with him.  

ii. We discussed whether to purchase any of the kitchen equipment prior to 
hearing whether we received the Passport Grant, since some of the 
kitchen equipment is not covered by the grant. In the end, we decided to 
hold off for now and just use tables as staging areas and revisit the idea 
later. In the meantime, Sven and Marcia Gonstead donated a small grill for 
the Big Bay Relay which can then be used in the concession area this 
summer.  

iii. Draver Park Ribbon cutting ceremony preparations are underway and 
tasks were given to committee members. We are grateful to everyone 
who is working to get everything together to make it happen. 

iv. We made between $9,000 - $12,000 at the Big Bay Relay (pending final 
counts) last Saturday. There were 42 teams, including 7 youth teams, with 
2 of the youth teams from Powell Township School (PTS), making 14 total 
PTS youth participants. The youth teams are growing more clubs. This is 
good. It was a great day, fantastic weather, and people jumped into Lake 
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Independence afterward. Volunteers were top notch this year and they 
completed setup and teardown very efficiently.  
 

e. Planning Commission: D. Hudson/Trustee Liaison:  
i. The next regular meeting is May 20, 2026, at 7 P.M. at Powell Township 

Hall. 
ii. The Planning Commission requests that any permit applications be sent 

their way before meetings. 
 

f. Sewer Department:  C. Sorby for S. DeMoulin: All is well. 
 

g. Water Department:  C. Sorby/Water Operator:  
i. There were a few calls for service this month, mainly to turn on water, and 

meter installation and/or check requests. 
ii. It is important to know and educate residents that if they leave (or 

winterize) their township residences, they must disconnect the meter, or 
they may have major issues. There were about ten (10) people in the last 
two (2) years who ended up with significant issues (some discovered very 
late if they were not occupying or watching their homes).  

iii. We are currently monitoring the township and checking for water leaks, 
which will be addressed again in New Items for this meeting. 

iv. We are also pursuing grants for future projects. 
v. The Consumer Confidence Report will be available for residents no later 

than July and will likely be included with the June water bills. 
 

11. Correspondence:  
a. From Powell Township  

i. Regarding the Powell Township Transfer Station demolition and rebuild, 
we are just waiting for temporary power following the demolition. 

ii. Following this, and safety/operational checks, we plan to return “Dump 
Day” (8 A.M. to noon on Saturdays, and 3 to 6 P.M. on Tuesdays) to the 
Transfer Station, likely within the next two (2) weeks. 

b. Memorial Day long weekend event details are: 
i. Sunday, May 24, is the Fire Department Pancake Breakfast fundraiser at 

Town Hall from 8 A.M. to noon. 
ii. The breakfast menu is pancakes, eggs, bacon, sausage, coffee, and juice. 
iii. The suggested donation is $10 (adults) and $5 (children over 5 years old). 
iv. Monday, May 25 is the Big Bay Cemetery Memorial Day Tribute Event at 10 

A.M. 
v. The event includes a flag raising and lowering to half-staff and a veteran 

honor roll reading. 
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vi. The event lasts an hour (or less) and there will be coffee and donuts at the 
Community Presbyterian Church if anyone is interested in gathering 
longer, picnicking, enjoying the scenery, or seeing the quiet noontime flag 
full-staff raising.  

vii. A current interactive Powell Township Cemetery Plot Map is also available 
at powelltownship.org or by scanning the QR code posted on township 
bulletin boards. 

c. From the Michigan Association of Ambulance Services 
i. This week is designated as “EMS Week”. 
ii. Powell Township would like to thank our town’s EMS providers for their 

dedication and service to the community – we are very grateful for your 
service and support, and cognizant of the time you volunteer for the 
rigorous training and regular skills maintenance. 

d. From Emergency Management  
i. The Bill Dionne (Halfway) Fire Hall Food Bank will open from 5 to 7 P.M. on 

May 20, June 3, and June 17.   
ii. Food Bank items are also available for residents’ emergency needs at any 

time by contacting Powell Township offices or the township Emergency 
Manager.  

e. From the Parks and Recreation Committee 
i. There is one committee vacancy; please contact the committee or the 

township offices if interested. 
ii. The committee and township are pleased to invite all to attend the Draver 

Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Saturday, June 6, 2026, from 1:00 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at Draver Park. 

iii. This event will celebrate the completion of major improvements to 
include ADA-accessible pathways and amenities, a four-season 
concession and restroom facility, upgraded pavilion infrastructure, an 
ADA-accessible loop trail, and new recreation equipment for all ages and 
abilities. 

iv. Following the ribbon cutting, guests are encouraged to stay and enjoy the 
park, explore the new amenities, and connect with fellow community 
members during a casual reception. 

f. From Eagle Mine 
i. There will be an Eagle Mine Forum on June 1, 2026, 5:30 to 7:00 P.M., in 

Town Hall. 
ii. This is a free event with food provided and the township will post all 

details once confirmed. 
g. From the Big Bay Stewardship Council (BBSC) 

i. The 16th annual Big Bay Rummage Sale is June 13 from 8 A.M. to 4 P.M.  
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ii. To get on the map, visit Drury’s or contact the BBSC at 
director@bigbaystewardship.org (847-894-3763).  

iii. Flyers are posting soon throughout town and on the township and BBSC 
websites. 

h. From the Marquette County Road Commission: Seasonal weight restrictions 
lifted on all roads under the jurisdiction of the Commission beginning 
Monday, May 18, 2026. 
  

12. Presentations: None.  
 

Public Comment:  
- C. Sorby: For the Draver Park ribbon cutting ceremony, the Northwoods 

Honor Guard is traveling from Rhinelander, Wisconsin to raise the flag up the 
new flagpole, and they are donating the flag, so we are very grateful. They do 
not charge and are supported by donations only. 

- D. Smale: Speeders are going past the school during pickup and drop-off and 
we would like it addressed with the county. We would like a zoning sign to 
designate school zone slow speeds and timing. Otherwise, there will be a 
child hit. We have already called about some speeders and hope we don’t 
have to call someone else. The town should be at 25 (not 35) miles per hour. 
Some speed bumps by the school may help. Maybe the state police could be 
here for a meeting to hear the issues that include some of the commercial 
and other big trucks going way too fast. Two kids were hit in front of Perkins 
Park last year. 

- C. Sorby again: Thank you to D. Smale for voicing thoughts, and I’m pretty 
sure all here agree with her concerns. We have done some signage with 
what the township is allowed and maybe someone could personally ask the 
school board for signage, or a crossing guard, that would possibly help the 
situation.  
 

Unfinished Business: None. 
 
New Business: 

1. Motion to approve Darlene Turner as an alternate member of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals effective May 19, 2026 (L. Ellis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

2. Motion to approve Mike Kantola as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
effective May 19, 2026 (S. Mattis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried. 

3. Motion to approve James Bedore as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
effective May 19, 2026 (D. Wilcox, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 
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4. Motion to approve Levi Ellis as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals 
effective May 19, 2026 (D. Wilcox, S. Mattis). 4 in favor, 1 abstain, motion carried. 

5. Buildings and Grounds Department: Motion to approve the Maintenance 
Supervisor contract wording change from dental-only to dental and medical 
expense reimbursements effective April 1, 2026 (D. Hudson, L. Ellis). All in favor, 
motion carried. 

6. Buildings and Grounds Department: Motion to approve a purchase up to 
$4,800.00 from Road Machinery & Supplies for a mini-grapple bucket and 
shipping costs (S. Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

a. Up to $3,200.00 (or 2/3 cost) will come from Buildings and Grounds 
equipment funds. 

b. Up to $1,600.00 (or 1/3 cost) will come from Transfer Station equipment 
funds. 

7. Cemetery Department: Motion to approve purchases up to $500.00 from 
donated (Veterans) funds for Memorial Day ceremony preparation (D. Wilcox, L. 
Ellis). All in favor, motion carried. 

8. Transfer Station: Motion to approve the use of $235,000.00 in insurance 
proceeds for the Transfer Station emergency demolition and rebuild (D. Wilcox, 
S. Mattis). All in favor, motion carried. 

9. Fire Department: Motion to accept the resignation of Brad Pelto (L. Ellis, D. 
Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

10. Fire Department: Motion to accept the resignation of Jack Cram (S. Mattis, D. 
Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried. 

11. Fire Department: Motion to approve application for 2026 Michigan Fire 
Equipment Grant funds up to $50,000.00 (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion 
carried. 

12. Water Department: Motion to approve the proposal and a $6,000.00 maximum 
payment to Aqua-Line for a township water system leak detection survey (D. 
Hudson, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried. 

13. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve the conditional* donation 
of two (2) aged/excess Draver Park picnic tables to the Big Bay Racquetball Club 
(S. Mattis, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried. 

*Conditional donation: Details are in the Parks and Recreation Committee 
May 2026 Meeting Minutes and/or Summary (and/or from the Committee 
Chair or Vice-Chair). The conditional donation includes keeping the tables 
readily available for use at other township and/or Parks and Recreation 
Committee events when needed. This implies that the tables will be 
maintained enough to be available without delay or required repairs, and 
will not be surrendered or re-homed except to the Parks and Recreation 
Committee. The conditional donation enables the Committee to share 
but not lose assets, since it runs primarily on donations and grants and 
conserves resources whenever possible. 
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14. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $80.00 
from PTRA Operating funds for map signs, stickers, and loop mileage indicators 
(S. Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

15. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $300.00 
from Thomas Rock Operating funds for parking area repairs and expansion (L. 
Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried. 

16. Powell Township School: Motion to approve the request to waive the Draver 
Park Pavilion rental fee for an August 2026 fundraiser supporting the 7th and 
8th grade annual class trip (S. Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

17. Ambulance Department: Motion to approve reimbursements, up to $250.00 per 
active EMS staff member, for pants and boots (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, 
motion carried. 

18. Ambulance Department: Motion to appoint Alexis Tierrablanca to the Powell 
Township Ambulance Department EMS staff contingent on passing her 
national registry exam (D. Wilcox, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried. 

19. Cemetery Department: Motion to approve purchases up to $500.00 from 
cemetery funds for flowers (D. Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried. 
 

 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Board Comment:  

- L. Ellis:  
o Regarding Emergency Management Services (EMS) week, thank you 

to our EMS staff (including drivers and ambulance coordinators) for 
everything they do. It is a unique location and environment up here 
with extra challenges for emergency services. 

o Thank you to D. Smale for voicing excessive speed concerns, which 
were also my concern from the beginning. I have met up with drivers 
at Cram’s/Drury’s to ask them to slow down on their way in and out of 
town. We also made a push for a bunch of new signs. They include 
signs about staying off sidewalks May 1 – Nov 1. It will help with safety if 
we additionally encourage kids to use the sidewalks once the signs are 
installed. In December 2025, we started contacting the county and 
state and continue to reach out to them for help, options, and ideas. 
Some items considered are rumble strips during the warm season and 
potentially roundabouts (which are likely not possible). Each idea has 
inherent issues since we have a limited amount of control or power at 
the township level and do not have direct control to adjust roads or 
speed limits. We are not done looking for solutions. 



Powell Township Board Meeting 
P.O. Box 319, 101 Bensinger Street, Big Bay, Michigan 49808 

May 19, 2026 
Minutes 

 

T:\CLERK\Minutes\Board Minutes\2026\05.2026\2026.05.19 Board Meeting\2026.05.19 Board Meeting Minutes.docx 
Page 8 of 8 

o Thank you to the Parks and Recreation Committee for all their help 
with the Draver Park ribbon cutting event, among so many other 
things. We are grateful for what they do, and recognize that it is often a 
huge amount, and done without much public thanks. 

 
Next Meeting: Regular Board Meeting Tuesday, June 16, 2026, 7:00 P.M. 
 
Adjourn 7:42 P.M. 
 
Minutes prepared by: Deputy Clerk 


