
 

 

 

 

============ Forwarded message ============ 

From: Kyann Clarke <kyannclarke@swrec.org> 

To: "Supervisor"<supervisor@powelltownship.org> 

Date: Fri, 05 Jun 2026 15:13:38 -0400 

Subject: Proposal for partnership opportunity between Powell Township and Superior 
Wildlife Rehab & Education Center. 

============ Forwarded message ============ 

 

Dear Powell Township Supervisor and Members of the Powell Township Board, 

 

 

 

I would like to respectfully continue the conversation regarding the vacant township-owned 
property adjacent to my current property and formally express why I believe this 
opportunity could provide a significant long-term benefit to Powell Township and the 
greater Upper Peninsula community. 

 

I would also like to make a correction to my previously submitted email regarding the 
township-owned parcel adjacent to my property. 

 

In my initial correspondence, I referenced the parcel as being approximately 17 acres. After 
reviewing the plat map, I have determined that the parcel is actually approximately 23 
acres in size. I apologize for this error and wanted to ensure the Board has accurate 
information as it considers this proposal. 



 

While I understand that the sale of township-owned property involves legal procedures and 
public process requirements, I would like to emphasize that this proposal is not a request 
for the township to sell land to a private individual for personal use. Rather, this proposal 
involves the potential transfer of property to Superior Wildlife Rehab & Education Center 
(SWREC), a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that exists to serve the public 
through wildlife rehabilitation, environmental education, and community outreach. 

 

SWREC is actively working toward establishing the Upper Peninsula’s first dedicated 
wildlife rehabilitation and education center. The services provided by our organization 
address a substantial public need and are oƯered to the public free of charge. In addition to 
rehabilitating injured and orphaned wildlife, our organization provides educational 
opportunities for local schools, families, community members, and Northern Michigan 
University students pursuing wildlife, veterinary, biology, or conservation-related career 
paths while promoting conservation, responsible wildlife interaction, and environmental 
stewardship. 

 

The township-owned parcel being discussed has remained unused for many years. 
Unfortunately, the property has also experienced ongoing misuse over time, including 
illegal dumping and unauthorized activity on the site. I would be happy to provide 
photographs documenting the current condition of the property if the Board feels that 
would be helpful during consideration of this proposal. 

 

This property presents an opportunity for Powell Township to partner with a nonprofit 
organization in a way that transforms underutilized land into a meaningful community 
asset that directly benefits residents, visitors, schools, wildlife, and future conservation 
professionals throughout the region. 

 

I fully understand that the township must follow proper legal procedures regarding any 
potential property transfer, including public meetings, evaluations, and board approval. 
However, I believe this proposal oƯers a unique circumstance where the public benefit 
provided by a nonprofit organization justifies the eƯort required to move through that 
process. 



 

 

 

Some of the benefits to Powell Township include: 

 

 

 

• Supporting the development of a much-needed regional wildlife rehabilitation and 
education facility serving the Upper Peninsula 

 

 

 

• Establishing a nonprofit-driven public service organization within the township 

 

 

 

• Providing educational programming and community engagement opportunities for local 
schools, youth groups, residents, and Northern Michigan University students pursuing 
conservation and wildlife-related careers 

 

 

 

• Transforming currently unused township land into a productive and positive community 
resource 

 

 

 



• Supporting conservation, wildlife stewardship, and environmental education initiatives 

 

 

 

• Creating a project that reflects positively on Powell Township’s commitment to public 
service, conservation, education, and community development 

 

 

 

To help demonstrate both the regional need for this project and the level of community and 
professional support behind it, I have attached: 

 

 

 

• A map illustrating the limited availability of licensed wildlife rehabilitators throughout the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan 

 

 

 

• Letters of support from local residents and community members 

 

 

 

• A letter of support from Wildlife Biologist Brian Roell with the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources 

 

 



 

• A letter of support from Dr. Tim Hunt of Bayshore Veterinary Hospital, who serves as my 
wildlife veterinarian 

 

 

 

I also understand that transparency and public trust are important considerations in any 
township property decision. For that reason, I welcome public discussion, community 
input, and any formal process the township believes is appropriate. 

 

My hope is that the Board will view this proposal not simply as a land sale, but as an 
opportunity for Powell Township to help establish an organization that will provide long-
term public value and essential services to the region for years to come. 

 

I would also respectfully request that my proposal, along with the attached letters of 
support and supporting documentation, be included in the materials for and read into the 
record at the next Powell Township Board meeting on June 16, 2026, at 7:00 PM. 

 

Thank you for your time, consideration, and continued willingness to discuss this 
opportunity. I appreciate the work that goes into township decision-making and look 
forward to continuing the conversation with the Board. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kyann Clarke 



Superior Wildlife Rehab & Education Center (SWREC) 

 

 

 


