Powell Township Board Meeting
P.O. Box 319, 101 Bensinger Street, Big Bay, Michigan 49808
June 16, 2026
Minutes

1. Callto Order at 7:03 P.M. by the Supervisor.

2. Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call of Officers — Levi Ellis (Supervisor) present; Daryl Wilcox (Treasurer)
present; Sharon Mattis (Clerk) present; Stephen Girard (Trustee) present; Denise
Hudson (Trustee) absent.

4. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve Agenda (S. Mattis, D. Wilcox). All in
favor, motion carried.

5. Approval of Minutes
a. Motion to approve the June 1, 2026, Special Board Meeting Minutes (D.
Hudson, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.
b. Motion to approve the May 26, 2026, Special Board Meeting Minutes (D.
Hudson, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.
c. Motion to approve the May 19, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes (D. Hudson, L.
Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

6. Revenue & Expenditure Report — Motion to approve the May 2026 Revenue &
Expenditure Report (D. Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

7. Budget Amendments Report — Motion to approve the May 2026 Budget
Amendments Report (D. Hudson, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

8. Treasurer's Report - Motion to approve the May 2026 Treasurers Report (S.
Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.

9. Approval of Bills — Motion to approve the Bills to Be Paid (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in
favor, motion carried.

10. Committee & Department Reports:
a. Ambulance Department: J. Boudreaux/Ambulance Coordinator:

i. There were eight (8) calls since the last meeting and some were very high
priority.

ii. We were able to staff all the calls including the high-priority calls

iii. Alexis Tierrablanca passed her national registry exam and is starting the
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) staff onboarding process.

iv. Preparations are in place for 4" of July events, we are staffed for the Fire
on the Bay events, and we are staffed for the annual Bay Cliff Health
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Camp water day for campers at the end of their season.

b. Emergency Management: K. Bourgeois/Emergency Manager: The Food bank
is extended through the end of the year (5 -7 P.M. the first and third
Wednesdays of each month through December 2026).

c. Fire Department: M. Anderson/Fire Chief:

i. There was one (1) call for the Fire Department.

ii. It was a significant call, we had a good response from staff (including all
four (4) new firefighter trainees), and the call went as smoothly as it could
considering the emergency circumstances.

iii. Fire Academy ended, three (3) trainees passed all testing, one (1) trainee is
waiting on a written exam date, and we are confident there will be no
completion issues.

iv. The wildland gear arrived and should be fitted (for staff) by the end of the
month.

V. There were some required truck repairs, and we were able to complete
them in-house with local assistance.

vi. The Fire and Ambulance Departments’ pancake breakfast fundraiser
went well on Memorial Day weekend and we raised about $687.00.

d. Parks and Recreation Committee: K. Cain/Chair:

i. We had a full house at the last meeting including a great public turnout.

ii. Marcia Gonstead discussed the results and statistics regarding the Big
Bay Relay.

iii. Mark Bevins presented his long- and short-range plans for the building
under construction by the Thunder Bay Inn.

iv. Lora Barber asked about a partnership venture during certain events that
use the Draver Park Cook Shack. The venture could help with fundraising
for the Powell Township School’'s annual graduates’ class trip. We are
drafting a proposal and guidelines for potential collaboration.

v. Thursday started the first of the Summer Concert Series events. It was the
first start on a Thursday (which was intentional, to deconflict with the
Lumberjack Tavern’s live music schedule). The band was great, and
despite heavy rain, there were well over 100 in attendance.

vi. The Draver Park Ribbon Cutting was a success. Thank you to Sven
Gonstead, Coty Sorby, Scott DeMoulin, and Levi Ellis for giving us a great
framework and all the planning, and for busting out the flagpole, and
thanks to everyone who brought supplies to clean and decorate. The
Northwoods Honor Guard was amazing.
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vii. If there are any volunteers for all the town'’s July (through September)
activities and events, please send them our way — we could use all the
help possible.

e. Planning Commission: D. Hudson/Trustee Liaison:

i. Three (3) members completed Michigan State University Extension
planning workshops (“Roles and Responsibilities of a Planning
Commission” and “Defensible Planning and Zoning Decisions”) in Gwinn
and Newberry, Michigan.

ii. We discussed accessory unit dwellings at the last meeting and discussed
possible workshops to attend and thoroughly learn about accessory units
overall.

iii. We do request that we receive the permits and logs before each meeting
and have the Zoning Administrator attend when able.

iv. Members will be thoroughly reading planning and zoning guidelines and
documentation prior to each meeting.

V. The next regular meeting is July 15, 2026, 7 P.M., in Powell Township Hall.

f. Sewer Department: L. Ellis for S. DeMoulin: All is well.

g. Water Department: L. Ellis for C. Sorby/Water Operator:
i. There have been some water system communications issues and so far
we have worked through them without significant delays.
ii. Aleak detection service (Aqua-Line) will be here tomorrow to walk
through town, so if you see them, they are just checking for water leaks.

11. Correspondence:
a. From Powell Township: A Transfer Station demolition and rebuild update
from the Supervisor
i. The Powell Township Transfer Station is open for semi-normal operations.
ii. We will have a cover over the recycle bin, likely by Saturday, to protect the
recycling from water.
iii. We are waiting for a civil engineer to work out some footing issues for the
building.
b. From the Powell Township Water Department
i. The annual Consumer Confidence Report is available to view in the
township offices or on request. It will also post to the website this week.
ii. This reportis a required annual water testing results report.
iii. We met all 2025 monitoring and reporting requirements, the
susceptibility of our source wells to contamination is rated “very low”, and
there are no current significant sources of contamination.
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iv. The township also participates in the wellhead protection program as an

effort to protect our water sources.
c. From Emergency Management

i. The Bill Dionne (Halfway) Fire Hall Food Bank is for everyone, and
openings are extended.

ii. Itwillopen from 5to 7 P.M. on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month through the end of 2026.

iii. Food Bank items are also available for residents’ emergency needs at any
time by contacting Powell Township offices or the township Emergency
Manager.

iv. Donations can be arranged with the Emergency Manager or dropped off
in (or near) the donation boxes at Powell Township Hall or the adjacent
offices. Donations are always appreciated.

d. From the Parks and Recreation Committee: There is one committee vacancy;
please contact the committee or the township offices if interested.
e. From Bay Cliff Health Camp

i. The Executive Director, Jack Vander Lugt, thanked the township staff and
residents who donated $229.00 to help support Bay Cliff's summer
therapy camps and the camp’s overall mission.

ii. This year's 4™ of July Parade will begin at 10 A.M., from the usual spot, and
it will follow the usual route.

f. From the Election Commission

i. The official notices for the August 4, 2026, Primary Election are posted on
the Marquette County website, at powelltownship.org’s Election
Commission page, and on the main township boards.

iil. The notices include:

1. The August 4, 2026, 7AM to 8PM Primary Election Notice

2. The Notice of Registration (to include the Powell Township Clerk’s
office special hours on Saturday, August 1,2026, from 8 A.M. to 4
P.M)

3. The Early Voting Sites (for the July 25 through August 2 early
voting window)

iii. The Powell Township School Board will also have four (4) seats up for the
November 3, 2026, Primary Election, and basic details are available from
the school.

g. From the Marquette County Senior Center and Aging Services

i. A Marqguette County Senior Center staff member will be in Powell
Township Hall from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. on the first Thursday of each month.

ii. This is a service free of charge for Powell Township senior residents.

iii. You can stop in OR schedule an appointment at 906-228-0456.

iv. Flyers listing the free services and benefits are also available at the
Marquette County site or at the link on the powelltownship.org Meeting
and Public Notices page.
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h. From the Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority (MCSWMA):
The updated fee schedule for haulers, to include the increased tipping fees, is
posted to MCSWMA's website, and copies are also available to view in the
township office and hall.
i. From the Marqguette County Sheriff
i. Powell Township received $473.00 from the Department of Treasury from
the Fiscal Year 2026 Public Safety Revenue Sharing fund.

ii. The distribution of funds is based on violent crime reporting data from the
State Police for 2022 through 2024.

iii. In accordance with state requirements, at least 75% of the funds are used
to support law enforcement agencies or officers and up to 25% of the
funds are used for other public safety-related purposes.

12. Presentations: None.

Public Comment:

- K. Clarke -1 am a licensed rehabilitation facilitator and head of the Superior
Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education Center (SWREC), a 501c nonprofit
organization specializing in rehabilitating injured orphan mammals
including fawns. We would like to purchase the vacant 23-acre parcel of land
known as the old baseball field property. We are the first facility of its kind in
the Upper Peninsula (U.P.) of Michigan and there are only five (5) rehabbers
left in the U.P. after three (3) recently retired. | am the only licensed fawn
rehabber in any county of the U.P. No other counties have resources for
injured or orphaned fawns and people who find them have no support. |
have reached out to the township with a request and ten (10) letters of
support, some from residents tired of watching the public misuse of the 23-
acre parcel, and some from, for example, Brian Roell, who is a Department of
Natural Resources biologist. SWREC's Education Committee has presented
to over 300 local students in the area including all adjacent townships’
schools, and Powell Township School is on the schedule for next year. | have
also published my own book and donated all proceeds to SWREC. |
understand the asset is important to the township but also know it has been
unused and misused far too long. | would like to please open the lines of
communication so that we can potentially purchase the lot to help wildlife in
the region.

- B.Reynolds-1am the U.P. Whitetails President and the Big Bay Sportsmans
Club Vice President. We support this effort. We are talking about wildlife that
cannot be helped if someone else does not take care of them. Alger County
cannot support us and cannot pen them all. The site Kyann is requesting is
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an illegal dumping site right now where people come and go although it is
private property. We are hoping that the board will support her. She is not
asking for free land; they are willing to pay for it.

- M. Taylor-1am the U.P. Whitetails Treasurer and a Big Bay Sportsmans Club
member. We know about four things: trees, rocks, deer, and wildlife in
general. We care about wildlife. We did not know there would be a wildlife
rehabber here. We need to support her, and we have a letter here from U.P.
Whitetails for the Powell Township Board and the public expressing our
support.

- B.Scholtz - | live off Brown Deer Road, and | am here to ask about an email.
In the past, when letters are sent, it has been listed in the agenda, and | sent
an email in support of Kyann Clarke and her request for the land. | know of
dumping and illegal camping on private property on that parcel. It would be
nice to have that property put to better use.

- G.Champagne - Not knowing all the details of this endeavor, the last time |
remember the parcel being used was for baseball, which was in the early
1980s, and there has not been activity since. So, if there is no township vision
for the property, | would support the rehabilitation center.

Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:

1.

2.

Motion to table the approval to use a surveyor for township-owned spaces and
assets (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

Motion to table the approval to use a civil engineer for township-owned spaces
and assets (L. Ellis, S. Mattis ). All in favor, motion carried.

Motion to approve a $500.00 donation to the Northwoods Honor Guard for
conducting the Draver Park official June 6th flag-raising (D. Hudson, D. Wilcox).
All in favor, motion carried.

Motion to approve the installation of a streetlight at the intersection of County
Roads KB and KE for a $1,500.00 maximum cost (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor,
motion carried.

Motion to approve a $2,029.71 payment to Michigan Townships Association
from professional services funds for annual association dues (D. Wilcox, S.
Mattis). All in favor, motion carried.

Motion to approve up to $200.00 in purchases for candy to distribute from the
township's parade float and/or truck (D. Wilcox, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion
carried.

Transfer Station: Motion to approve a $379.00 payment from Transfer Station
demolition funds for a dehumidifier (S. Mattis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion
carried.
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8. Buildings and Grounds Department: Motion to approve the installation and
$250.00 cost for Internet at Draver Park (D. Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion
carried.

9. Buildings and Grounds Department: Motion to approve a $399.00 payment to
L&M Fleet Supply from equipment funds for a portable deep cut band saw (D.
Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

10. Election Commission: Motion to approve a $575.00 payment to Spectrum
Printers from office supplies funds for election ballot envelopes, supplies, and
instruction posters (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

11. Assessor: Motion to approve purchases up to $2,450.00 from assessor
operational supplies for an iPad, Pivot Point license, and mapping application
license to replace the need for an Assessor’s Aide (S. Mattis, D. Hudson). All in
favor, motion carried.

12. Ambulance Department: Motion to approve up to $5,000.00 in purchases from
donated funds for ambulance staff high-visibility winter jackets with liners (S.
Mattis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

13. Ambulance Department: Motion to approve the updated June 2026
Emergency Management Services bylaws to include all proposed changes (L.
Ellis, S. Mattis). All in favor, motion carried.

14. Fire Department: Motion to approve a $753.00 payment to Crossroads Truck
Repair from equipment repair funds for an air tank, hardware, and fittings (S.
Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.

15. Fire Department: Motion to approve a $250.00 payment to Marquette Township
for Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus testing (S. Mattis, L. Ellis). All in favor,
motion carried.

16. Fire and Ambulance Departments: Motion to approve up to $300.00 in
purchases from communications funds for 800 MHz radio batteries (D. Wilcox,
L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

a. Fire and Ambulance Departments will split costs.
b. Cost splits will depend on which radios get new batteries.

17. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve a reimbursement
payment up to $200.00 to cover the costs of the Northwoods Honor Guard's
meals (S. Mattis, D. Huson). All in favor, motion carried.

18. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $200.00
from donated funds for 4th of July Parade candy (D. Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor,
motion carried.

19. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $300.00
from donated funds for Summer Concert Series concessions food (S. Mattis, D.
Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

20.Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $200.00
from Buildings and Grounds funds for Draver Park Cook Shack cleaning
materials and supplies (S. Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.
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21. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $450.00
from Fire on the Bay donated funds for t-shirts and/or sweatshirt sales orders (D.
Hudson, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

22.Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $300.00
from Fire on the Bay donated funds for event food sales (D. Wilcox, S. Mattis). All
in favor, motion carried.

23.Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve an $800.00 payment from
Fire on the Bay donated funds for the concert band fee (S. Mattis, D. Wilcox). All
in favor, motion carried.

24.Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $300.00
from donated funds to re-stock the township’s ornamental planter boxes (D.
Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

25. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve purchases up to $800.00
from Thomas Rock operating funds for post end caps and stain (D. Wilcox, L.
Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

Public Comment:

- J. Boudreaux — Thank you to Kyann Clarke who has been an asset in
community and county and has answered numerous phone calls in middle
of the night.

- K. Wermager -

o Thank you to Kim Bourgeois, who attended a dinner hosted by the
Salvation Army. They are interested in the township’s food security
program and a few folks from the school could not make it, and we
appreciated her participation and knowledge.

o The Fall Festival is happening on September 19, and if anyone wants to
get involved, please let me know (director@bigbaystewardship.org).

Board Comment:

- D. Wilcox — We have our credit card reader upgraded and available at the
township now to pay taxes.

- L. Ellis—=Thank you all for coming to express support for Kyann Clarke and
SWREC. | read all letters of support and tried to respond to everything; |
regret if | missed anything. We have a lot going on right now to include the
Transfer Station collapse/emergency. Once things are resolved | will request
input from the board on SWREC's request and what they think, with the
potential to hold meetings and/or special meetings to include public
comment. | would like input from the entire community in addition to the
board as we consider things and before any potential board decisions.
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Next Meeting: Regular Board Meeting Tuesday, July 21, 2026, 7:00 P.M.
Adjourn 8:05 P.M.

Minutes prepared by: Deputy Clerk
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