Powell Township Board Meeting
P.O. Box 319, 101 Bensinger Street, Big Bay, Michigan 49808
July 21, 2026
Minutes

1. Callto Order at 7:00 P.M. by the Supervisor.

2. Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call of Officers — Levi Ellis (Supervisor) present; Daryl Wilcox (Treasurer)
present; Sharon Mattis (Clerk) present; Stephen Girard (Trustee) present; Denise
Hudson (Trustee) present.

4. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve Agenda with the following revisions (L.

Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

a. Remove New Item 5: “Buildings and Grounds: Approve the purchase of a skid
steer brush, roller, and related equipment from road funds to enable in-
house township road maintenance.”

b. Add New ltem 17: “Fire Department: Approve a fire equipment grant
application submission for up to $50,000.00 of turnout gear.”

5. Approval of Minutes
a. Motion to approve the June 16, 2026, Board Meeting Minutes (S. Mattis, D.
Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.
b. Motion to approve the July 2, 2026, Special Board Meeting Minutes (D.
Hudson, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

6. Revenue & Expenditure Report — Motion to approve the June 2026 Revenue &
Expenditure Report (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

7. Budget Amendments Report — Motion to approve the June 2026 Budget
Amendments Report (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

8. Treasurer’'s Report — Motion to approve the June 2026 Treasurers Report (S.
Mattis, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

9. Approval of Bills — Motion to approve the Bills to Be Paid (D. Hudson, L. Ellis). All
in favor, motion carried.

10. Committee & Department Reports:
a. Ambulance Department: J. Boudreaux/Ambulance Coordinator:
i. There were seventeen (17) calls since the last meeting and we were busy.
ii. The high-visibility safety jackets arrived for staff and will be fitted and
prepared with emblems soon.
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iii. The 4t of July parade and the Draver Park Games and all the kids' events
went well with no issues requiring EMS assistance.

b. Emergency Management: K. Bourgeois/Emergency Manager: The Food Bank
is extended through to the end of the year (5-7 P.M. the first and third
Wednesday of each month through December 2026).

c. Fire Department: M. Anderson/Fire Chief:

i. There were three (3) calls for the Fire Department including a Fire on the
Bay call.

ii. The July 4t parade, July 4™ Draver Park events, and July 11" Fire on the
Bay events went very well; we had a lot of help, and the boat ran well.

iii. Thank you to the volunteers who were very helpful shuttling equipment
in the pontoon boat.

iv. Wildland gear is trickling in, to include boots that arrived today. The rest
arrives shortly including some back-ordered items.

v. We are excited to apply for the grant for fire turnout gear. The gear we
have is getting worn and is ready to be replaced.

d. Parks and Recreation Committee: K. Cain/Chair:
i. The 4th of July Games at Draver Park went well.
1. Thank you to everyone who donated time and materials to make it
happen.
2. Thank you to Gene Champagne and Red for organizing the potluck
and providing the brats and hot dogs.
3. Thank you to Tony Cain for working up the softball field and lining it.
4. Thank you to Alita and Jim Miller for helping set up the kids' games
and running the cook shack.
5. Thank you, Scott and Coty, for getting the park ready and setting up
all the larger things.
6. Thank you to Lauren Johnson and her husband, Kathy Keup and Dave,
Parker Cain and Kendra, and one of the Abbot girls who jumped in, for
helping with the kids’ games.
7. Thank you to Tori and for the facepainting crew throughout the day.
8. Thank you to Levi for all the watermelon in the very highly contested
watermelon eating contest.
9. Thank you to Justin Savu for the sawdust for the sawdust pile.
10. We already have more ideas brewing for next year.
ii. We were disappointed to find that at some point during the day there
was again vandalism done to the men’s bathroom resulting in a hole in

the wall.
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iii. Fire on the Bay was a hit again on the local public beach.
1. The count was 370 people at 10:00 P.M.
2. Thanks to Levi for chairing again.
3. Sven Gonstead got a great band and there was a lot of great feedback
about the band and the activities.
4. Thanks again to the volunteers.
5. Lora Barber and the 8th grade class were there with food.
6. Alexis Tierrablanca helped with donations and sales.
7. Coty and Scott were key in setup and hauling stuff down to the beach.
8. Families reported they felt very safe and that it was an enjoyable
event.
9. There are still hoodies for sale in the township office for $45 in case
you missed getting yours.

iv. Parks and Recreation Committee member Jim Miller received his food
service certificate so that we do not have to rely on other volunteers to
meet the requirements for Parks and Recreation Committee events at
Draver Park related to cookshack food service. We are currently making a
list of dates to get it licensed. We are slowly getting everything organized
so this will be even more of an asset to the park and township. Many
thanks to Jim for stepping up and to the Millers overall for recent support
in many areas.

v. The Summer Concert Series flyer is incorrect, and the next concert is
August 20, not August 13. The band lineup is Reverend Robert and Da’
Bones Man/Top Shelf Delta Blues, from 6:30-8:30 P.M.

vi. Thank you to the EMS and Fire Departments for their generous donations
of first aid kit and fire extinguisher equipment for our new efforts to
include the Draver Park cookshack.

. There is a Labor Day softball tournament and teams are signing up, and
we do need volunteers for the cookshack if anyone is interested. Jordy
Maki contacted the Committee regarding the “traditional” Labor Day
softball tournament. We will probably be looking for some volunteers for
the cookshack and for field set up. Please contact the Committee if you
would like to help. If you want to play in the tournament, please contact
Jordy via Facebook.

Viil. Due to higher traffic at Burns Landing and Thomas Rock areas,
the Committee is requesting approval for two (2) items preemptively.
These funds are for park restroom facilities maintenance. Toilets do not
need pumped yet, but the Committee would like the option to be
available whenever needed, rather than waiting for fund approval or until
the end of the season.

Vi
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e. Planning Commission: D. Hudson/Trustee Liaison: The Planning Commission
meets the third Wednesday of the month.

f. Sewer Department: L. Ellis for S. DeMoulin: All is well.

g. Water Department: L. Ellis for C. Sorby/Water Operator:

i. Aqua-Line Professional Water Services found two (2) leaks in the
township.

ii. One (1) was one across the street from a private owner.

iii. One (1) was at the northeast corner of Balke and Schenk Streets, on
Schenk Street itself.

iv. Water Department and township staff will barricade, dig, find and fix the
leaks over the next few weeks.

1. Correspondence:
a. From Powell Township

i. Thetownship received a generous donation of laminated 1950s maps
from Geney DuBois, whose father, Clyde Weimer, was once the owner of a
camp known as Hobo Hut on the Huron Mountain Club Road.

ii. The response letter to Kyann Clarke's proposal for the Superior Wildlife
Rehab & Education Center is available on request for anyone interested
and copies are on the hall table for viewing.

b. From Emergency Management

i. The Bill Dionne (Halfway) Fire Hall Food Bank is for everyone, and
openings are extended.

ii. Itwillopen from 5to 7 P.M. on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month through the end of 2026.

iii. Food Bank items are also available for residents’ emergency needs at any
time by contacting Powell Township offices or the township Emergency
Manager.

iv. Donations can be arranged with the Emergency Manager or dropped off
in (or near) the donation boxes at Powell Township Hall or the adjacent
offices. Donations are always appreciated.

c. From the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

i. Powell Township successfully completed a DNR audit.

ii. The audit was required because the township was granted over
$750,000.00 in federal awards.

12. Presentations: None.
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Public Comment:

- J.Smith - Jenna Smith discussed her run for Marquette County
Commissioner. She expressed that she is a proud wife and mother, she was
Lake Superior born and raised, she has been a human resources professional
for over a decade, she was Mayor of Marquette 2019-2022, and she was
Marquette City Commissioner 2017-2024. She discussed her experience in
local government oversight on delivering quality services, improving
economic development opportunities, monitoring environmental upkeep,
improving revenue stability, and addressing community needs. She has
business cards she is distributing on request, and she has a website, and if
interested, the public can find contact and other information from the site or
card.

- K. Wermager — Kelsey wanted to say thank you to the board since this is her
last board meeting as head of the Big Bay Stewardship Council. She wanted
to express her gratitude as she steps down and assists with the transition as
Georg Schluender steps in to replace her. She will discuss more about the
transition later and in sidebars.

Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:

1. Motion to approve the Big Bay Stewardship Council — Powell Township
Memorandum of Understanding for signature (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor,
motion carried.

2. Motion to approve the June 29, 2026, request to improve, expand, and maintain
the Powell Township Lending Library (D. Wilcox, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion
carried.

3. Motion to approve a $676.00 payment to Bensinger, Cotant, & Menkes from
professional services funds for road millage legal research and services (S.
Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.

4. Motion to approve a $1,152.00 insurance payment to Accident Fund Group from
allocated Buildings & Grounds, Fire, Ambulance, Water, and Sewer funds (S.
Mattis, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.

5. Ambulance Department: Motion to approve a $1,546.41 training fee
reimbursement payment to new Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Alexis
Tierrablanca (S. Mattis, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

6. Ambulance Department: Motion to approve a $1,950.00 U.P. Emergency
Medical Services Conference fee payment from training funds for six (6)
conference attendees (D. Hudson, D. Wilcox). All in favor, motion carried.
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7. Ambulance Department: Motion to approve a $753.82 payment to the Hannula
Agency from insurance funds for annual premium fees (D. Wilcox, S. Mattis). All
in favor, motion carried.

8. Fire Department: Motion to approve a $753.82 payment to the Hannula Agency
from insurance funds for annual premium fees (D. Wilcox, D. Hudson). All in
favor, motion carried.

9. Fire Department: Motion to approve a payment up to $650.00 from professional
services funds for annual fire extinguisher recertification costs (S. Mattis, D.
Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.

10. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve a $121.00 food certification
fee reimbursement from professional services funds to James Miller. (S. Mattis,
L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

11. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve the Draver Park Cook
Shack Rules for Use during temporary events (L. Ellis, D. Wilcox). All in favor,
motion carried.

12. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve a $50.00 license fee
payment from donated funds for an August 20, 2026, Draver Park Cook
Shack/Concessions event (D. Wilcox, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

13. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve a $1,382.12 payment from
operational supplies funds to the Buildings and Grounds Department for shared
use of the new grapple bucket (S. Mattis, D. Hudson). All in favor, motion carried.

14. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve up to $1,000.00 from
Burns Landing operating funds for sewage pumping if/as needed at Burns
Landing (D. Hudson, S. Mattis). All in favor, motion carried.

15. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve up to $1,000.00 from
Thomas Rock operating funds for sewage pumping if/as needed at Thomas
Rock (D. Hudson, L. Ellis). All in favor, motion carried.

16. Parks and Recreation Committee: Motion to approve an additional $1,020.00
payment from Fire on the Bay donated funds for Fire on the Bay 2026
merchandise up-front costs (D. Wilcox, S. Mattis). All in favor, motion carried.

17. Fire Department: Motion to approve a fire equipment grant application
submission for up to $50,000.00 of turnout gear (L. Ellis, S. Mattis). All in favor,
motion carried.

Public Comment:

- B.Scholtz - Had two (2) questions maybe the board can answer: Was there a
public audit for the election stuff last week, and how did it go and has
anyone heard anything from Highline about their progress or status for this
area?

Board Comment:
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- D.Hudson/ L. Ellis: Thank you so much to Kelsey Wermager for everything,
and for her dedication to Big Bay, and we wish her well in the next adventure
with her family, and welcome Georg Schluender, we look forward to seeing
you at future meetings.

- S. Mattis — For Barb Scholtz, yes, the Public Accuracy Test for the August 4
election was last week, and it was a success with no major issues.

- D. Hudson - For Barb Scholtz, we have not heard anything about any
Highline update meetings lately, but there is a 1-2-week window once you
request setup by calling Highline directly. They do still seem to be delayed
overall.

Next Meeting: Regular Board Meeting Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 7:00 P.M.
Adjourn 7:40 P.M.

Minutes prepared by: Deputy Clerk
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